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Members Present:  Lindsay Portnoy, President  
Ifay Chang, Trustee  
Joseph Marra, Trustee   
Michael D’Anna, Trustee 

    MaryRose Joseph, Trustee – arrived at 5:40 pm 
Heidi Cambareri, Trustee  

    Chadwick Olsen, Trustee 
 
This meeting was held in accordance with Governor Cuomo’s Executive Order 202 relating to the COVID-19 
emergency.  Until further notice, the Board will conduct its meetings by video or telephone conference.  In-person 
attendance will not be permitted.  This meeting has been recorded and posted on the district website. 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER:  President Lindsay Portnoy called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm 
 

ALSO PRESENT:  Dr. Raymond Blanch, Superintendent; Mr. Kenneth Crowley, Assistant Superintendent for Business; 
Mr. Matthew Carr, Director of Human Resources and Student Svcs; Mr. Kevin Guidotti, Director of Learning; Mrs. 
Elizabeth Turner, SIS Principal; Mrs. Linda Belger, SIS Assistant Principal.    

 
2. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education goes into Executive Session to discuss the employment history of particular 
persons.  
 

MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Ifay Chang VOTE 6-0 TIME 5:30 pm 
 

3. RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION: 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education returns to Public Session. 

 
MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Heidi Cambareri VOTE 7-0 TIME 6:55 pm 

 
ALSO PRESENT:  Dr. Raymond Blanch, Superintendent; Kenneth Crowley, Assistant Superintendent for Business;. 
Kevin Guidotti, Director of Learning; Stacey Elconin, Director of Special Services; Matthew Carr, Director of Human 
Resources;  and Student Svcs; Claire Comerford, Assistant Director of Learning; Nancy Corrado, District Clerk; other 
members of the administration, faculty, staff, community and media.   

 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  President Portnoy led those present with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:06 pm.   

 
5. ELECTION OF BOARD VICE PRESIDENT:  President Portnoy called for nominations for Board Vice President for 

the 2020/21 School Year.   
 
A motion was made by MaryRose Joseph and seconded by Joseph Marra that Heidi Cambareri be nominated as Vice 
President.   
 
A second motion was made by Chadwick Olsen and seconded by Joseph Marra that Michael D’Anna  
be nominated as Vice President.   
 
There being no further nominations for Vice President, voting took place on the first motion nominating Heidi 
Cambareri as Vice President.  In favor of this motion were Lindsay Portnoy, MaryRose Joseph, Ifay Chang and Heidi 
Cambareri.  Voting took place on the second motion nominating Michael D’Anna as Vice President.  In favor of this 
motion were Chadwick Olsen, Joseph Marra and Michael D’Anna.  Four out of seven members in attendance voted in 
favor of Heidi Cambareri as Vice President.  Nancy Corrado administered the Oath of Office to Heidi Cambareri as 
Vice President of the Board of Education for the 2020/21 School Year.   

 
6. CENTRAL OFFICE UPDATE 

A. Reentry Plan Discussion – Dr. Blanch reported on the reentry committee which has approximately 150 members and 
a lot of expertise.  Dr. Blanch went over the agenda for tonight’s presentation and the timeline of the subcommittee 
meetings.  Each building will also hold a webinar and a Q&A for parents this week for building based questions, 
including SEPTA.  Dr. Blanch noted the research and references the subcommittees looked at.  Dr. Blanch noted the 
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three reentry phases the district is looking at.  Available spaces able to be commandeered are gyms, cafes, art and music 
rooms in the elementary schools, including 6th grade.  There is no additional space for 7-12 grades.  Dr. Blanch 
mentioned the Thoughtexchange partnering work with our neighboring districts and BOCES.  Mr. Kevin Guidotti 
discussed the family insights survey clarifying that the questions were for planning purposes.  The district will be 
sending out a more granular survey.  Dr. Blanch discussed the estimated expenses to bring on teaching assistants to 
support the classroom teachers, additional health aides, cleaning supplies, technology support items.  Possible increase 
in revenues and monies in reserve funds was discussed. 
 
Building administrators discussed the work and recommendations from the subcommittees.  Recommendations and 
challenges were discussed as follows:  Meg Benedetto and Liz – Elementary and Secondary Academic Special 
Services; Mark Bayer and new APs Karime Flores (SHS) and Jennifer Mangone (SMS) – Secondary Best Practices;  
Pete Rodrigues and Jeff Getman - Secondary Academic Scheduling; Roman Catalino – Athletics; Ken Crowley -  
Business; Matt Carr – Health; Ken Crowley – Operations; Claire Comerford – Professional Learning; Wil Siegel and 
Phil Kavanagh – Student/Parent/Staff Social and Emotional;  Dr. Blanch – Technology;  Ken Crowley – 
Transportation;  Dr. Portnoy clarified that the 3 models being presented to the State are traditional, hybrid and full 
distance learning.   

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENTS – Jennifer Segal, parent of incoming Kindergarten, shared her concern over the hiring of teaching 

assistants for supervising students.  Ana Arroyo-Valentin shared her appreciation for all the work including the Board’s 
work, especially Lindsay and MaryRose.  After hearing tonight’s discussion, she would consider sending her kids to school.  
Karen Henley thanked everyone for their time and energy for the proposal and preparedness.  Mrs. Henley asked for 
clarification if masks were required the entire time that students are in school.  Dr. Blanch explained they are required but 
there will be mask breaks, it will be different for each school.  Thomasine Mastrantoni thanked everyone for all the time 
and thoughts put in this.  Mrs. Mastrantoni expressed concern on the teaching assistant piece, how will the teacher train the 
teaching assistant, who will supervise, is there a plan B in case board doesn’t approve this plan or we’re not able to hire 
the number we need.  Also questioned if the union is on board with this plan.  Mrs. Mastrantoni also has concern with 
bussing and the discrepancy with the guidelines from CDC and DOH regarding the number of students on the bus, 
concerned that some routes may be very long and how students will be able to sit still.  Dr. Blanch noted that guidelines 
pivot daily, and there are teachers on the reentry committees, teachers are committed.  Sharla St. Rose asked about home 
instruction to kids if they stay home because they’re sick.  Dr. Blanch stated we’re waiting for more guidance.  Jill Schantz 
thanked everyone for the incredible job, needs clarification that once Cuomo makes his decision, how does Somers make 
its decision?  Dr. Blanch stated it all depends what the Governor says, Somers is ready to pivot and follow the directive of 
Governor.  Christine Brooks, faculty member and parent, asked about students participating in BOCES and whether they 
would be attending daily there and if there will be bussing.  Dr. Blanch reported that BOCES is working on their reentry 
plan right now, will see what commonalities there are with all districts, they have enough space there to accommodate.  
Jeanie Fusco thanked the committee for the hard work,  asked for clarification  of how learning continues for the for 7-12 
group of students who are not in school.  Dr. Blanch explained that schedules would need to be maintained, students would 
need to check in, they would be considered absent if not there.  Will need to have shared experience for those not in 
classroom.   Nicole Grima questioned the need for extra custodial costs, mentioned investing in fogger machines to cut the 
time and cost, also asked if a student throws up in a classroom, what would be the procedure for cleaning that space.  Mr. 
Ken Crowley explained the difference between cleaning and disinfecting, plus how the fogger machine works.  Orit 
Hausman asked how a teacher would know if a high school students is actually in attendance on the distance learning day 
if student is not on camera.  Dr. Blanch explained the district is working on a protocol for this.  Rodric Rabbah asked when 
board meetings will resume in person and what professional learning has taken place should distance learning happen 
again.  Dr. Blanch explained the in-person Board meeting will be the Governor’s decision after Aug 6th.  Regarding 
professional learning, staff spent last week of school in June discussing distance learning, plus curriculum work is going 
on currently.  Also, will have 3 days in August before school starts that will be to prepare for the start of school with time 
for professional learning.   

 
8. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS – Trustee Ifay Chang commented this session was useful, should have continued 

thought gathering.  Regarding cleaning process, Dr. Chang suggested making students more responsible, asking them to 
help in cleaning their areas.  Trustee MaryRose Joseph stated this is a pandemic, a deadly virus, not sure a high school 
student is qualified to disinfect.  Mrs. Joseph thanked Dr. Blanch for putting the committees together, there are so many 
different facets to this, thanked Dr. Blanch for spearheading this and knowing it could change next week.  To parents, Mrs. 
Joseph told them to realize there are risks no matter what they do, it’s important to come to Q&As and board meetings to 



Minutes of  
July 28, 2020 Special Meeting                                       Zoom Videoconference 
 

 3 

be informed.  Trustee Michael D’Anna also thanked everyone for all the hard work on these committees, taking an inclusive 
approach, believes with everyone involved, we’ll come to the best solution possible.  Trustee Chadwick Olsen feels getting 
views of so many different p.ople highlights details we might otherwise miss, and there a lot of people in our community 
to thank.  Vice President Heidi Cambareri thanked the reentry coalition and Dr. Blanch for organizing it.  President Lindsay 
Portnoy thanked the community, families, teachers, and administrators who’ve guided this.  Glad to hear we’re focusing 
on clarity as things change every day.  Encourage all to be socially close while we are socially distant.  Dr. Portnoy 
expressed appreciation for all staff and thanked all for their grace. 

 
9. SUPERINTENDENT COMMENTS – Dr. Blanch thanked everyone again, colleagues, students, parents, staff - we’re 

better together.   
 

10. ADJOURNMENT: 
RESOLVED, that this Special Meeting of the Board of Education be adjourned.   

 
MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Michael D’Anna VOTE 7-0 TIME 11:24 pm 

 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
  
        Nancy Corrado 
        Clerk of the Board of Education 


